THE   CONCERT   OF   EUROPE
Kaiser noted (July 3Oth): "No! No, there is no thought of anything of that sort!!! It is only a manoeuvre to hold us back and increase the start they have already got. My work is at an end!—W"
"My work is at an end" Does not this echo the voice of his Generals ? This is not a case of a man attempting to act with real statesmanship; that is, Ito put himself in the other man's place; to compare the pressure put : on the timid Tsar by his soldiers with the pressure put on the equally timid Kaiser, and to strengthen his cousin with a decisive word. After irritating Europe for twenty-five years with his speeches, for twenty-five days with his Nibelungen troth, without wanting war himself, the Kaiser, at the sight of his only really hated enemy, breaks out at last this evening with these words, which he notes on tiie  last  report from  Petersburg:   "So  the famous circumscription of Germany has finally become a complete fact, despite every effort of our -politicians and diplomats to •prevent it. . . . A great achievement which arouses the admiration even of him who is to be destroyed as its result. Edward VII is stronger after his death than'I am—/ who am still alive. . . . And we walked into the net in the touching hope of thus pacifying England!!! All my warnings > all my pleas, were voiced for nothing. Now come-s England's so-called gratitude for it! From the dilemma raised by our fidelity to the venerable old Emperor of Austria, we &re brought into a situation which offers England the desired •pretext for annihilating us. . . .  This whole business musi now be ruthlessly unmasked. And our Consuls in  Turkey and India, agents, etc., must fire the whole Mohammedan, world to fierce rebellion against this hated, lying, conscienceless nation of shop-keepers; for if we are bled to ^deathy England shall at least lose India.—PF."
A torrent of genuine feelings, distorted ideas, resentments, and perfervid emotions mingles in these sentences, w&ich. anticipate the best catchwords of the next four yo#S9. in Germany. How narrow—and yet what a passion of revenge, what 3, flame of genuine hatred, fostered by
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